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Regular “Rev It Up” readers 
will remember our fourth quar-
ter 2004 issue. We first reported 
that Mopar Muscle magazine 
approached us at Carlisle All-
Chrysler Nationals in Pennsyl-
vania, July 2004. They photo-
graphed two recent restorations 
we had on display. 

The July 2005 issue of Mopar 
Muscle features Mike Fraley’s 
1970 Dodge Challenger T/A in 
a three page article entitled 

“Suspended Animation.” Writer 
Kevin Shaw and photographer 
Randy Bolig did an excellent work 
up on the Green Go, 340 six-pack 
equipped, basket case turned 
beauty. We highly recommend you 
pick up a copy of this great publica-
tion! 

The car has since been re-sold by 
Fraley at the prestigious Barrett-
Jackson Auction. 

Also photographed at Carlisle was 
Darren Traver’s 1972 Dodge 

Charger Rallye. Will it be fea-
tured in an upcoming Mopar 
Muscle? We’ll let you know!  
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Welcome Spring!  Yeehaw-are 
we glad to be able to open the 
shop doors and get some fresh 
air. 

We have been super busy here 
working away on various resto-
ration projects, servicing cars to 
get them ready for the summer 
months, and just about every-
thing in between. 

Be sure to check out Dave 
Swider’s 1970 Dodge Charger 
R/ T in our Currently Under 
Restoration section.  Look for a 
future issue of Rev It Up featur-
ing the cars of Ted LaFrance.   

Ted’s freshly painted and de-
tailed 1970 Dodge Challenger 
T/A is pictured at the right with 
John Krause, Brandon Heerkens 
and myself.   

As always, you can check out 
the RJ CARS website for more 

of our cool project cars past 
and present. 

Aside from the excitement 
around the shop working on 
awesome muscle cars and 
other projects my thoughts 
have been focused on my good 
friend and favorite “wrench” 
John Krause.  John was seri-
ously injured in a head on car 
accident on Monday May 2nd.  
He was hit by a young driver 
passing two cars on a double 
solid line. 

I think it’s important to re-
member that our actions on 
the road can have a profound 
“impact” on others, as well as 
ourselves, when we make the 
wrong move or get in a big 
hurry. 

All of you who know John or 
have met him at RJ CARS 
know he is the greatest guy 

and treats everybody with respect 
and honesty and greets everyone 
with a big smile. 

We are all hoping for a speedy re-
covery and to have him back piec-
ing together his 1970 Plymouth 
Superbird project soon! 

Thank you to all of our customers 
that have been patient with us dur-
ing our busy spring season here at 
RJ CARS. 

Safe Driving 

Russell 

Volume 1,  Issue 3 Second Quarter 2005 

1 7 8 9 C o u n t y R o u t e 5 0       ( 6 0 7 ) 3 2 4 - 8 3 2 5 
A r k p o r t , N e w Y o r k 1 4 8 0 7       
W W W . R J C A R S . C O M 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Currently under restora-
tion  

2 

Car Season 2005 2 

Decoding Your Vehicle 
VIN # 

3 

Original or Restored? 3 

Calendar of Events 4 

1970 Challenger T/A  
Owner: Ted LaFrance 

http://WWW.RJCARS.COM


 

2 

C U RREN T LY U N D ER REST O RA T I ON 

Rev It Up Page 2 

 Our most recent project is Dave 
Swider’s numbers matching 
1970 Dodge Charger R/T.  We 
met up with Dave at the 2004 
All Chrysler Nationals in Car-
lisle, Pennsylvania.  He inquired 
about rebuilding the drive line 
on his tired Charger.  Function 
being his main concern we have 
kept the work to driver condi-
tion. 
So far we have replaced the 
windshield, painted the dash 
behind the glass, added a new 
posi to the freshened up 8 3/4 
rear end, all new brakes and 
suspension components, new 
stainless steel fuel and brake 
lines and fuel tank, frame repairs 
and new shackle mounts.   
The 440 Four barrel has just 
returned from M ike Mastin En-
gineering where it was given a 
thorough rebuild. The block was 
baked, blasted and decked. Cyl-
inders have been bored .030 

over.  There is a new Competi-
tion Cams camshaft and lifters.  
Rods were reconditioned, 
heads milled and bronze 
walled valve guides have been 
installed.  The big mill also 
received Manley stainless steel 
valves and valve springs, ARP 
head bolts, new rockers, rocker 
shafts and push rods.  Of 
course we now have hardened 
exhaust seats permitting better 
use of unleaded gas.  The crank 
was super polished and main 
journals were align honed.  
The intake was also milled to 
ensure a proper seal.   
The 727 Automatic transmis-
sion is currently being rebuilt 
and will be stuffed into the 
freshly painted and detailed 
engine bay soon.   
Dave also opted to have us pull 
the grill and headlamp doors 
and freshen them up as well.  
Dave is really pleased with the 

progress and is already talking 
about an RJ CARS body and 
paint job and adding TTI exhaust 
system with stainless tips in the 
future. 

hobby at one of these shows. 
We also recommend the smaller 
local shows, cruise nights and 
community festivals. You’ll find 
one somewhere every weekend! 
They are economical, and offer 
more than just “car stuff” to do. 
It’s a great opportunity to make 
friends and show off your car 
too. Often events like these con-
tribute a portion of their pro-
ceeds to charity, a nice bonus to 
the hosting village or town. 
Bring the family, encourage 
friends and particularly young 
people to participate. Youth is a 
very important element in our 
hobby. Who else will look after 
our old cars when we’re gone? 

Here in the Southern Tier of 
New York the weather dictates 
our car show season more than 
in other parts of the USA. Mid-
May through mid-October is the 
standard time frame we can 
expect to use and enjoy our clas-
sic cars, hot rods and motorcy-
cles. 
Of course there will be a wide 
variety of events to attend, from 
big National meets hosted by 
large car clubs to small town 
parades and festivals. We rec-
ommend you try as many differ-
ent types as you can. 
If you have never been to a 
“socks up” national event you 
are missing out! The vehicles 
displayed here are probably the 
best of the best. They have been 
either meticulously restored or 
are faithfully maintained origi-
nals. You may not see cars of 
this caliber outside of an event 
like this. There is a lot to be 
learned by someone new to the 
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