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the exterior panels and all the jam 
areas to bare metal,  smoothed all 
these areas and did a lot of block 
sanding to make it just right before 
the factory correct gold metallic 
paint and clear coat were applied 
by Russell Jacobs and Brian 
Moore. The car was wet sanded, 
buffed and polished into a glisten-
ing  gold nugget. Then Russell and 
Brian went to the task of recreating 
the factory blackout on the hood, 

which we had stenciled from the 
original hood. Scott “Whitey” 
Abbott came in to help install 
the new vinyl top and headliner. 
We also freshened up the dash 
with a new coat of black paint 
and installed all the trim and 
new body decals.  Darren pro-
vided us with all the best parts 
he could find or buy new and we 
installed them all to make it look 
just right. I surprised Darren one 
day by letting him know that his 
grilles had been repainted be-
cause they needed it and I just 
couldn’t help myself.  Darren 
lets everybody know that the 
results speak loudly as to what 
the  careful hands of the RJ 
CARS  team can do to make 
your car look just the way you 
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What a hot summer!  We’ve 
worked up a few good sweats 
around the shop this past couple 
of months.  The big question-
How is John?   
John is getting around with the 
help of a cane right now.  He is 
still struggling with a stiff knee 
but seems to be in good spirits.  
We’re all glad he is on his feet 
again. 
Thank you to all that visited us 
at Carlisle and came to our 
Open House Event in July.  I’d 
like to thank my family and staff 
for all their hard work at our 
events this year.  Special thanks 
to Ted and Karl LaFrance, Dar-
ren Traver, Richard Young and 
Ed Greek for making our Car-

lisle event a big success this 
year. 
 We’re currently scheduling 
restoration work for spring of 
2006 so call ahead and reserve 
a date for your restoration pro-
ject. 
Please take the time to check 
out our feature article from Bill 
Henningson about his summer 
road trip (p. 2) with his 1961 
Triumph TR3A, which was 
restored here at RJ CARS.  It’s 
great to see one of our restora-
tions out and in use as a driver, 
an autocross racer and a con-
cours trophy car all at one 
event!  This is what it is all 
about! 
Look for a future article featur-

ing another Triumph TR3A restora-
tion, which is currently approaching 
completion here at RJ CARS, 
owned by Cheryl Ragalevsky of 
Caledonia, NY.  Mr. Henningson is 
already starting to sweat the “new 
competition” in the area. 
Watch for your next issue of Rev It 
Up soon.   
Have a great fall season! 
Russell   
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 RJ CARS  seems  to be having 
a run on restoring gold cars for  
the last  couple of years.  Start-
ing off with Darren Traver from 
Meshoppen, PA.  Darren 
brought  us his 1972 Dodge 
Charger Rallye Coupe  in need 
of an auto body restoration and 
some interior work.  He had 
already installed a used set of 
rear quarter panels  and wanted 
us to finish them up along with 
the rest of the body. We stripped 

imagined. Darren had us add a 
chin spoiler and dual painted 
sport mirrors to dress this awe-
some beast up even more. Un-
der the hood is the numbers 
matching 440 which has been 
modified to a 450 horsepower 
animal!  We love to test drive 
this one for Darren!!!  The 
original 4-speed shifts flaw-
lessly with the Hurst pistol grip 
shift handle to “hang on” with. 
This car has the original  3.54 
geared Dana 60 rear-end to 
handle getting the power dis-
bursed to the rear wheels.  
Thank you Darren for letting 
us have the opportunity to help 
with the restoration of this 
awesome car.  Continued on 
page 3……………………… 
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for taking the time to walk the 
track with me and give me some 
much needed advice on how to 
approach this event.  George 
won our class in his very 
nice1965 TR4A and was 3rd 
quickest of the day.  I was some-
what slower but managed to 
stay on course and avoided the 
dreaded DNF appearing next to 
my name.  Later, after cleaning 
the cars again, Dave and I re-
tired to the pool to cool off and 
relax.  Then we went on the ice 
cream run to the Dari-Ripple in 
Belvedere. We returned to the 
hotel and attended the parts 
auction which lasted late into 

the evening. 
Friday was the big day.  The 
day of the car show.  Again, the 
weather was beautiful.  The 
early morning was spent making 
final preparations on the cars.  
There were actually 2 car shows, 
the Concours and the Partici-
pants choice, going on at once.  
Dave and I were both entered in 
the Concours class which was a 
VTR judged event.  The show 
went well and afterwards we 
went back to the room to get 
ready for the drive home and 
dress for the awards banquet.  
The banquet was great and then 
they got down to the business of 
handing out awards.  Dave was 
quite pleased to take 3rd place in 
the TR4 class scoring 330 of 400 
in hotly contested class.  I was 
awarded 2nd place in the Con-
cours Modified class. Scoring 
379.5 of 400.  The evening 
ended with another appearance 
of the Spinal Tappets. 
We got on the road early on 
Saturday with intentions of driv-
ing as far east as we could.  We 
drove right through the heart of 
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Sunday July 24th started early for 
me.  The day dawned on another 
beautiful summer day as I made 
final preparations to leave Buffalo, 
NY bound for Rockford, Illinois 
to attend the 2005 VTR (Vintage 
Triumph Register)convention.  I 
crammed the last of the baggage 
into my 1961 TR3A and call ed 
my friend Dave Wightman and 
made plans to meet him with his 
1962 TR4 at the Ogden Street toll 
plaza.  We crossed into Canada at 
Fort Erie and headed west on 2 
lane roads bound for the border 
crossing at Port Huron with Flint, 
Michigan our intended destination 
for Sunday evening.  Unfortu-
nately, the weather deteriorated 
and it was soon raining.  The first 
rain I had seen in a month.  
Dave’s TR4 developed a little 
problem and we spent some time 
on the side of the road trying to 
figure out what was causing the 
motor to quit running.  We finally 
solved the problem which turned 
out to be a clogged fuel filter, at a 
park and ride lot near London, 
Ontario, and got on the QEW 
headed for Port Huron.  We 
joined a rather long line of cars 
waiting to cross back into the 
USA and after a delay of about an 
hour and half crossed into Michi-
gan tired, hot, and running out of 
gas.  After dinner, we continued 
on, uneventfully, to Flint and 
checked into our hotel. 
M onday our destination was 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin.  The day 
was bright and sunny and we 
made an easy cruise from Flint to 
Saginaw on Route 75 and then 
crossed the lower peninsula to 
Ludington on Route 10.  We were 
meeting a car ferry, the USS 
Badger, for a four hour crossing of 
Lake Michigan.  We were allowed 
to drive our own cars onto the 
ferry because they were collector 
cars and the last to board the ship.  
We were escorted out beyond the 
break-wall at Ludington by the US 
Coast Guard.  The lake was calm 
but the US Weather Service was 

predicting thunder and lightning 
and heavy rain.  Dave and I retired 
to our state room and rode out the 
storm snoring.  Last on in Luding-
ton meant first off in Manitowoc 
and we disembarked about 1 am 
and headed to our hotel.  
Tuesday at breakfast we met a 
couple who had also been on the 
ferry and they told us we were 2 of 
4 cars that had managed to get off 
the ferry before a tractor trailer 
broke free from the tractor and 
tipped over blocking everyone else 
from leaving until about 4 am.  We 
left the hotel in dreary weather 
headed south on Route 43 through 
Sheboygan and Milwaukee and 
arrived at the Clock Tower Resort 
in Rockford, Illinois in clearing 
weather around 2pm.  We regis-
tered and got the lay of the land 
before heading to the car wash 
area to clean off 3 days of road 
grime.  Later, after a short nap, we 
headed off to a technical session 
and then the welcome reception 
tent to chat with friends and enjoy 
some liquid refreshments.  The 
highlight of the evening was the 
world debut of the Spinal Tappets 
who wowed the crowd with their 
musical talents. 
Wednesday was another beautiful 
day.  Sunny and about 80 degrees.  
Dave and I took part in the fun 
ride in the morning.  It was 
roughly a 90 mile drive testing 
your ability to follow a route and 
also find missing pieces of picture 
clues.  We didn’t do well but it was 
fun.  Later we cleaned the cars 
again and went and had our pic-
tures taken with our cars.  I took 
my car to Tech inspection to be 
able to drive in autocross on 
Thursday.  Wednesday evening 
was spent at the Rockford Speed-
way.  We had dinner there and 
then watched the stock car racing 
and called it a day about midnight. 
Just my luck, I was in the first 
group to race in the autocross.  So 
there I was back at the Rockford 
Speedway bright and early on 
Thursday morning.  My pit crew, 
Dave, was having a bit of an off 
morning and joined me at the 
track just in time to witness my 
racing debut.  My thanks to 
George Haynes from Webster, NY 

Chicago at 7am and had break-
fast a short while later east of 
Gary, Indiana and continued on.  
Soon, Toledo was on the horizon 
and Cleveland seemed reachable 
and before we knew it we were 
approaching Erie, Pa.  Stopping 
for the evening was no longer an 
option.  We were heading for 
home!  After a short stop in 
Jamestown, we made the final 
push for home.  Dave and I 
parted when he exited Route 86 
in Olean and I continued on 
home to Dansville arriving 
around 10pm.  700 miles in a 
TR3 in one day and OH yeah 
every one of them with the top 
down! 
This was the third VTR event 
that Dave and I have attended 
and we plan to go to more.  Next 
years event is being held in Ir-
ving. Texas July 19th-23rd.  The 
2007 convention is being hosted 
by the Delaware Valley Club in 
the Philadelphia/Valley Forge 
area and is an easy one day drive 
from Buffalo and Rochester.   We 
are definitely planning on going 
to Pennsylvania.  I invite anyone 
who likes Triumphs, and being 
around other people who do, to 
consider attending a VTR event.  
Be prepared to be busy and have 
fun!  


