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GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT OF RJ CARS, INC.

INSIDE THISISSUE: to, that was in the vicinity of Colum-

bus, where the Nationals are held.

Dave Walden's (ECS Automotive)
1970 Dodge Challenger. | showed
up at just the right time and was able
to get a first hand look at the car
while the judges were looking it
over. Very impressive Dave!

Carlisle was very busy as we had 2
interesting displays, and our whole
staff on hand to answer questions
this year. | really enjoyed all of the
positive feedback from customers
and visitors who came by to see our
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Covered?

The Show at 5 )
Calisle work, compliment on our newslet-
ters, and recent magazine articles.
We all worked very hard to get Jeff
. Shook’s 71 Dodge Super Bee ready
49 Cadillac | 2 for the event. It was all worthwhile ~ She found some great places to
when Jeff came to see the finished  stay and visit in Hocking Hills
product for the first time. After the  (Southeast of Columbus). We
Super Bee | 3 | dust settled from Carlisle, | was spent a few days hiking with my 5

debating on taking a trip to the Mo-
par Nationals in August. My wife
wanted me to squeeze in some fam-
ily time that same week, so she
looked to see where we could head

year old daughter, McKenna,
through 5 beautiful State Parks.
Then, | was able to make a day of
it on Saturday to visit the Mopar
Nationals. | really wanted to see

Next up for completion is Chris San-
tomero’s 67 Cadillac Deville Con-
vertible and Jamie Furman's 68
Dodge Hemi Dart. Stay tuned for
our next issue... RJ

Graduation | 4
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ARE YOU COVERED?

Ouch! So after the disap- car/truck insurance claims.
pointment subsides, you If you're thinking that
decide to get it fixed. That's you’'ve scored by saving a

Imagine... You own this
1979 Dodge “LIL RED
EXPRESS TRUCK” and

yet, you could find out that
you have inadequate cover-
age altogether. Your treas

proudly display it in your
front yard for all to admire.
Then, someone decides to
take a little detour from the
main road. You guessed it!

what you have insurance
for, right? But the real ques-
tion is... Do you have
enough insurance? We've
had our share of classic

few bucks on your coverage,
you may want to think
again! You could be quite
disappointed when it comes
time for a claim, or worse

i3 =

ureisnow being totaled and
is towed off to the auction
yard with a bunch of mod-
ern collision victims. Don’t
let this happen to you!
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The Weather was Hot,

Rev It Up!

The Cars evenHotter!

This seemed to be what the consensus
was this year anyway, at the Carlisle All-
Chrysler Nationals in PA. If you were
there and happened to stop by one of
our display tents, you'll know why.
“Wow”, was the phrase heard so often
when people stopped by our tent to see
not one, but two, of Fred Gossage’s
1970 Superbirds. On exhibit was an
orange, un-restored Superbird showing
a “BEFORE” restoration. Next to that,
was Fred’s newly restored “Lemon-Twist
Yellow” Superbird, our “AFTER” RJ
CARS, INC. restoration. Many were
very envious of Fred, to say the least !

Here is a little history of the Superbird,
for those who may not know the origin.
The Superbird, a modified 70 Plymouth
Road Runner, was developed specifi-
cally for NASCAR racing and among the
first American cars to be designed aero-
dynamically using a wind tunnel and
computer analysis. The Superbird’s
smoothed-out body and nosecone with
retractable headlights added nineteen
inches to the original length. A rear wing
was mounted on tall tailfins that put it
into less disturbed air and reduced the
car’s lightness by keeping the rear tires
firmly on the ground at high speeds. The

extreme height of these fins also gave
clearance for the trunk lid to open freely.
The rear-facing fender scoops were used
for releasing trapped air from the wheel
wells. Decals were placed on the outside
of the spoilers featuring the Road Runner
cartoon character holding a race helmet.
The Superbird’s styling proved to be a
little intense for 1970 tastes and as a
result many sat unsold at dealerships.
Some were even converted back to the
regular Road Runner. A few of you at
Carlisle, as painful as it was to admit,
remember getting rid of your Superbird
for little or next to nothing. Who knew??
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BEHOLD-PETE HOFFMAN’S 1949 CADILLAC

Pete has been going all out on this
project, restoring the majority of the
subassemblies himself and doing a
great job with every detail! This car
will be an absolute beauty once
completed. Petehired RICARSINC.
to strip al of the body complete to
bare metal. Then, we spent some
time doing minor metal patching.
Following that, we spent many
hours blocking out body filler and

many high build primer coats to
prep this for base coat/clear coat in
the original shade of Dartmouth
Green. The paint job came out very
nice and we look forward to seeing
Pete bring all of the assemblies to-
gether as a whole again! Look for
more pix in the future, once he
reaches completion on thisin depth
Cadillac restoration.
Keep up the good work Pete!



