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Welcome to the first of our
quarterly RICARS INC.
newsl etters.
Meet the Staff 2 This all started back in 1985

I when | was looking to have
my 71 Chevy Impalare-
painted and dreaming that |
was going to restore my 70
Mustang Fastback.

New Shop Renovations 2

15 Year Anniversary 2
Celebration
It was at that time | started

helping out at Fender Bender
Mender where | learned the
fine arts of auto body repair
from Greg “lronman” Kysor.
It was my friend, Larry Jack-
son, who taught me how to
get my hands greasy as |
watched over his shoulder at
Larry’s Automotive Services.

Storing Your Classic Car 3
for the Winter

Winterizing Your Car 3

RIT Co-Op Student Joins 3
RJ CARS Team

Frequently Asked Ques- 4
tions About Restorations

Days, months, and years
passed and at the tender age of
21, | decided | would start my
own business. Oh boy!

Out of the gate, a name was
decided, Custom Auto Repair
Shop (C.A.R.S). Working out
of the old cow barn was more
than interesting!

Things sure have changed since
those days. As| met the 15 year
mark with anew name, RJ
CARSINC. and new challenges
to face, it was atimeto celebrate
with all of those who helped
make us a success.

Who knew that this passion of
restoring old cars would turn
into one of the hottest trendsin
the new millennium.

It was then that the idea of shar-
ing the business happenings
along with exciting industry
news with others came about.

In our newsletters we look for-
ward to featuring interesting
articles, some contributed from

our customers and local expertsin
the field of restoration.

| would like to dedicate thisfirst
newsletter to my brother, who was
my greatest fan. | would also like to
take the opportunity to thank all of
you who have supported me over
the years.

Have a Happy Holiday Season!
Russdll

* RJCARS attended the Carlisle
All-Chrysler Nationals event in
Pennsylvania on July 9-11,
2004 for the first time as a ven-
= dor.

We experienced a huge re-
“ sponse from the attendees with
hundreds of visitorsto our tent

PHOTO SHOOT WITH DARREN TRAVER'S

As an added bonus, Mopar

M uscle magazine approached
us about photographing the
1972 Dodge Charger Rallye
and the 1970 T/A Challenger
we had on display for features
in their magazine.

We would like to take thistime
to thank Darren Traver and

TWO RESTORATIONS PHOTOGRAPHED
FOR NATIONAL MAGAZINE

Mike Fraley the owners of the
cars for their cooperation in
alowing usto have our restora-
tion work and their great cars
be featured in a nationally rec-
ognized Mopar magazine!

WE'll let you know when these
articles hit the stands.
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| MEET OUR STAFF

We thought our first newsletter  tomers. Look for features on And as always Russell leads the

would be a great opportunity to  John's 1970 Plymouth Super- team in the never ending adven-

introduce you to our staff. bird project in the future. tures of auto repair and restora-
tions!

Russell’swife Susan joined the  Brandon Heerkensis our full
team in January of 2004 asthe  time Auto Body/ Restoration
new office manager. She has Technician. Brandon started
taken over invoicing, updating  with usin the spring of 2004.
our restoration documentation He has been a wonderful asset
process, marketing, and the toour team.

general organization of the
shop, along with being the edi-
tor of our newsletter.

Alex Gambino is our RIT Coop-
erative Education student who
joined the team in September.

Pictured Top to John Krause was our next addi-  See article on the next page for
EOTTOdmi tion as our part time mechanic.  more details.
ranaon .
Heerkens John corpes with over 25 years Jamiee M cFadden hasrecently
of experience and has been a . . .
- joined us as a part time office Susan And Russell Jacobs
John Krause welcome addition to the team. .
assistant. Some of you may
, He has allowed us to offer more h
Jamiee mechanical Services to our cus- have seen her buzzing around at
McFadden the Anniversary Celebration.

NEwW SHOP RENOVATIONS UNDERWAY

As some of you may know RJ  square foot body shop where We are very excited about these
CARSiscurrently undergoing carswill receive al their metal  new improvements to our facil-
some major renovations. and body work. ity and look forward to holding

an Open House for the public

Many of you have seen our Our paint shop is getting a new this summer. So stay tuned

new sign out front designed by  set of lights, along with a new
David Sheraand our flag pole filtration system to help reduce
blueprinted by Dan Herring. particles in the paint jobs.

Very soon you will see our Our storage barn is currently
office take shape with arest being cleaned out and organ-
room, break room for theem-  ized. We arein the process of

The new office area under ployees and a customer waiting setting up new parts racks and
construction area, along with someclassic  bins. Thiswill allow usto have
car collectables. amore organized areafor cus-
: tomer parts and an inventory of
We' ve aso completed a 1000 . . .
a used parts available for sale. New lighting in Paint Shop

15 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

On July 31, 2004 we celebrated
15 years in business with lots of
great food, aDJ and aband
along with children's activities,
and a car display despite our

The Beckstrom’s & somewhat soggy weather.

Ohara’s Thank you to our door prize

sponsors; Don Davis from J &
T Automotive, Mike Button
from MAC Tools & Ray Young
from Laf— A Lot!

A great time was had by all!
Brian & Cheryl Winners of J & T Door Prize
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STORING YOUR CLASSIC CAR FOR THE WINTER

After spending all the time gnd spme other container, not . 6. Check thei nsuranf:.e. Make If you' re looking for storage for
money you do on ygur classic dl_rectly on thecqrpet . _Thls su_re_you havellgb_llltyata your car please contact us aswe
or antique automobile the last will deter thoselittle critters minimum. Collision and have space available.

thing you want to have happen from leaving messes or theft coverage can be impor-

ismice or other creatures de- chewing on your carsinte- tant too.

stroying your car. rior. Cover the tailpipe.

7. Store convertibles with the
So here are afew pointersin 3. Giveyour car agood wash top up.

storing your classic or antique and wax. Then use acar
car: cover to keep dust and
grime from leaving aresidue
on your paint.

8. Finadly if your using aga-
rage with a cement floor

1. Trytostoreyour carin an you may want to put plastic
enclosed garage. A heated or another moisture barrier
garage set at approxi- 4. Top off the gastank and use underneath your car.

mately 50-60 degreesis a gas stabilizer additive. If you have any questions about

ideal. Change the oil. any of thesetipsfeel freeto give
2. Usemothballsinside the 5. Avoid flat-spotting the tires.  usacall at the shop.

carsinterior. Place them Store the vehicle up on jack

on top of aplastic lid or stands.

WINTERIZING YOUR CAR

Now isthetimeto have all melt ice on the highway surface.  eMake sure you have safetires.  RJ CARSINC. has the knowl-
those scratches, nicks, dents If not repaired quickly the metal Check the tread wear, tire pres-  €dge, experience, facilities and
and stone chips repaired before  will convert to solid rust, whichis  gure and install winter tires if equipment needed to ensure qual-
the harsh winter road saltsat-  very porous, weak and scaly. needed. ity repairs to your automobile
tack the body of your vehicle.  The cost of repair will normally body.

A paint chipassmall asapin  go up as the body damage goes Check your windshield wipers

; Seeinsert for Special
head can turn into amajor blis-  unattended and what wasoncea  and make sure they arein good P

ter once road salt attacksand if ~ minor repair can turn into mgjor ~ condition to surviveice and Discount on these services!
left aloneit will eventually rust  reconstruction. Werecommend ~ heavy snow. Also check your
through. Rustistheresultofa that you have your car washed windshield wiper fluid.

conversion process that takes and waxed to protect the finish.
place when oxygen and mois-
ture come in contact with bare
metal containing iron.

oGet atune up on your vehicle.
Along with taking care of the

body of your car there are several eCheck battery & battery cables.

factors to consider for winter eCheck brakes.

The process of oxidation or driving conditions.

rusting is accel erated when salts . . . . eCheck four wheel drive.

are added such as those used to Hereisaquick checklist of items _ .
to look at: eCheck anti-freeze protection.

RIT CO-OP STUDENT JOINS RJ CARS TEAM

Alex Gambino has recently the lobster industry, but witha  experience some of the coolest
joined the RICARSteam from passion for old cars Alex carsaround. | cameto Russ
Rochester Institute of Technol-  searched the internet and found one Saturday last spring and
ogy. his way to our shop one day. asked him to let me work for

him. | told him | didn’t require
alarge salary and that | knew
how to work, not necessarily
on cars, but that’s what |
wanted to gain from him. |

A few words from Alex about have learned an extraordinary
his experience here at RJCARS amount in just a short ten Alex Gambino

INC..... weeks and look to increase my  Auto Repair/ Restoration Technician
Alex isfrom Massachusettsand  “Thanks to the RIT Co-Op pro-  knowledge in the following

has had lots of experiencewith  gram | have been able to months. Thanks Russ.”

Alex isaon acooperative edu-  Alex has been a welcome addi-
cation program through the tion to our team. He has
college and will work with us brought fresh perspectives, ideas
for at least 700 hours to meet and knowledge to our shop.

the requirements for hisme-
chanical engineering technol-
ogy program.
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We're on the Web!

RJCARSINC. started

in businessin 1989 as

Quality Automotive Repair & Restoration
Services

Auto Repair Shop.

Russell Jacobs Custom

Sandblasting/Glass
beading

Interior

e Glass

We offer awide variety

of servicesincluding:

e Classicand Antique °
Auto Restorations

e Caoallision/ Auto
body Repair &
Painting

e Mechanical

e Detailing

Stainless/
Aluminum Polish-

ing
o Parts
e TireSales/Service

e Sdles

Contact our staff for any
of the above listed ser-
vices at:

Phone:
607-324-8325
Fax:
775-860-5203
Email:
jacobs@rjcars.com

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT RESTORATIONS

1966 Hemi Coronet receiving a
Rotisserie Restoration.

1970 T/A Challenger after receiving
a Rotisserie Restoration.

. What arethedifferent types of
J/ restorations you offer?

' We are called upon to help in the

restoration process at any point. We
offer anything from afull rotisserie
restoration of your car, to stripping
and afull paint job or just specific
parts that you would rather leave to
the experts. We offer restorations
for those who are looking for anice
driver to a councours show restora-

I tion.

Here are the definitions used in res-
toration:

eCouncours— The highest level of
restoration. On a 100-point judging
scale, this level hits the 100-mark of
complete & pristine restoration. A
car restored to this level can be
deemed perfect in every discernible
way. Carsat thislevel are show
candidates, and are never driven.
Achieving thislevel of restoration is
a highly expensive undertaking.

eShow—At the show level, the vehi-
cle has been professionally restored
and has no major flaws. These
restorations fall within the 90 to 95-

point range on the 100-point
scale.

eStreet Show—At thislevel,
older cars may show some slight
wear, but are still highly present-
able, Thesefall into the 80 to 89-
point range.

eDriver—A less expensive and
less time-consuming restoration
than the previous three catego-
ries, the driver level restores the
vehicle to the point where it is
close in appearance to how it
looked originally, but is suitable
for driving. Though not as strin-
gent as the prior categories, a
driver level restoration is gener-
ally more affordable and is still
quite rewarding.

What isarotisserierestoration?

A rotisserie restoration is when
we totally dissemble the car and
on some models, the body is
taken off the frame. The body is
then placed on arotisserie, which
can be turned to show any space
onthe car. From thereit can be
sandblasted to bare metal, have

any body work completed, primed,
painted and reassembled the same
way the factory did it.

How much doesit cost?

There are many variables when it
comes to the cost of arestoration
depending on how much you want
done and what type of restoration
you desire. All restorations are
charged on atime and materias
basis with arestoration contract that
spells out the work to be completed
and our billing procedures.

How long will it take?

Completion times vary depending
on the condition of the car, type of
restoration desired and availability
of parts. A relatively accurate esti-
mate can be given upon visual in-
spection.

What isyour experience with res-
torations?

We have over 20 years experience
with restoration work and know!-
edge of classic and antique automo-
biles. Contact us for an information
packet.


http://www.rjcars.com

